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plications for 30 vacancies in  the police
force. Over 100 men were written to and
asked it they wished to hecome applicants
for the vacancies. For the third time a
son of Inspector Johmson was chosen out
of 105 candidates. Senator Lyncl’s son was
another, and Dr. D. 8. Mackenzie's son was
another. The Minister might look into this
matter and determine wheo shall be the selee-
tor= fur the future. It scems rather queer
that these three parents should have such
a pull as to ensure 100 per cent. of clliciency
tor their sons.

Mr. Tlegney:

Mr. RAPHAEL:; I say nothing to the con-
frarv; 1 do not know.  The member for
Kataming (Mr. Piesse) referred to the
stacking of rolls. If he infers that some
inyuiry should be held and a cleaning up
take place in the Electoral Department, 1
am with him, T do not know whether the
attempt to disfranchise workers in the eoun-
try waz due fo the dictation of the Minister
in charge at that time, but I know that if
strong pressure had not been brought to
bear upon the department, thousands of
workers would have been disfranchised so
that the Government might retain office, If
tlie hon. member likes to move for an in-
vestigation into that department, T will
stand behind him. The Government should
also inquire into the positions of varions
heads of departments. JMany of these offi-
cers will retire on £50 a month. I hope
the Government will sce that, although these
officer< may thave done excellent service,
sueh huge penzions are not paid in future.
We are heing taxed to the utmost to relieve
the unemployment problem. The (lovern-
ment are responsible for seeing that those
who eannot get work in private capacities
are afforded the opportunify to get it de-
partmentally,  Whilst we are paying out
huge =ums to provide work for the unem-
ployed, we are also finding money for hig
pensions, and keeping dozens of other men
ont of work. T hope the Premicr will see
that ~omething is done in this matter. Show-
crs of conerafulations would fall upon him
if he were to sack My, Shapeoit on the spot.

The Premier: Inecidentally,
power to sack anyone,

Mr, RAPHAEL: T wizh the Premicr had,
althouzh T know it is a diffieult matter. T
wish to sav a few words ahout the dental
treatient of children. TNentists have heen

They may be efficient.

I have no
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wiven the protection of the law and a board.
That board has the right to clarge fees
und collect monexs for registration. It re-
ceives two guineus o year from every regis-
tered dentist. That is a source of revenue
which could be taxed by the Government.
Instead of the fees being paid to the board,
they =hould go into Consolidated Revenue.
I hope the Minister for Health will increase
the numher of dentists now attending school
children.  In thousands of cases parents
cannot afford to provide the neceszary den-
tal treatment for theiv childven, and the
Dental Ilospital cannot or will not cope
with the work. Less money onght to e paid
to the Dental Hospital in suhsidies, and
more should be paid in the salaries of den-
tists who would be under the contral of the
AMinister, so that the mouths of the children
may be kept in a healthy condition. I wish
the Government every sueeess during their
term of office, and you, Sir, a happy tine as
Speaker.

On metion by Mr. Wilson, debate ad-
Jjourneed,

House adjourned at 9.12 p.m.
ey ——
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RESCLUTION—-CONDOLENCE.

Letter in reply.

My, SPEARWER: 1 have received from
the widow of the late Mr. H. J. Brown the
following acknowledgment in respeet of the
resolution of condolence forwarded by me
on behalf of hon. members:—

T wish to express my sincere thanks for the
kindly remarks made in the House in refer-
ence to my late husband, My daughters and I
appreciate them, and we are pleased to think
he was so respected by his fellow-members. T
remain, Yours sincerely, (signed) S, E. Brown.

QUESTION—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY.

Perth and Subiaco.

Mr. MOLONEY asked the Premier: 1,
Will he agree to a review of the ngreement
existing between the Government and the
City of Perth for supply of electric current,
so that the Government may enjoy the con-
siderahle revenue derived Erom such supply?
2, If not prepared to review the ngreement
wholly, would he bhe prepared to review it
in part, so that the munieipality of Suhiaco
may enjoy the sime terms of supply as oh-
tain in the City of Perth?

The PREMIER veplied: 1 and 2, The
agreement is between two parties, and it

1o a review, unless lexislation were passed
to deal with the whole matter.

QUESTION—COLLIE COAIL,
Royal Commissiow’'s Final Report.

Mr. LATHAM asked the Premier: Will he
make available to the House Dr. Herman’s
final report on the Collie coal industry?

The PREMIER replied: Yes.

QUESTION—CAUSEWAY RECLAMA-
TION.

Mr. LATHAM asked the Minister for
Woarks: 1, ITow many men arc employed on
the suction dredge ot the Causeway? 32,
How many men are on the hasie wage? 3,
Haw manv men are above the haszic wage,
and what are their daily rates?

The MINISTER TOR WORKS replied:
1, Four men. 2, Nil. 3, Four men—iwo at
20s. 4d., and 2 at 17s,
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QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY AND
DRAINAGE.

North (Toltesloe and Claremont.

Mr. NORTIH asked the Minister for
Water Supply: 1, Is any action possible
to rectify the scareity and diseolouration of
water in portions of North Cottesloe? 2, Is
it his intention to provide deep sewerage in
the Claremont eclectorate?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLY veplied: 1, Yes; action is being taken.
2, Arrangements have heen made for the
loeal authority to discuss proposals with the
AMinister.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. North, leave of absence
for one month granted to Mr. J. MacCallum
Smith (North Perth) on the ground of ill-
health.

ADDRESS-IN REPLY
Eighth Day, Conclusion.
Dehate resumed from the previous day,

MER. SEWARD (Pingelly) [4.38]: [t
was not my intention to take part in this de-
hate, as 1 consider it a waste of time; and
in view of the great necessity for the Gov-
crnment to place their poliey hefore the
country, I desired to interpose no obstacle.
However, since the debate hegan, various
indications of the Government’s poliey have
been given: and consequently I take the
opportunity of bringing onc or two mat-
ters under the notice of Ministers. I wish
also to record my hope thai this will be the
lnst oceasion when a debate on the Address-
in-reply will take place. Alternatively, if
such a debate is necessary, then I respect-
fully suggest that in futore it should bhe
confined to the Leaders of the various
parties, so that the country’s business may
he proceeded with as soon as possible. Be-
fore offering what few remarks 1 have to
make, b wish to join with other members
in ecangratulating you, Mr. Speaker, on the
high position in which the House has placed
vou, [ have particular pleasure in offering
my congratulations, by reason of the fact
that vou, Sir, ave a returned soldier. If
during the course of my Parliamentary
career, be it long or short, T chould infringe
the rules of debate, then I sincerely hope
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that vou will look with a lenient eye upon
my transgression. It appears from previ-
ous spuecches that on an oceasion of this kind
memhbers air the grievances of their parti-
cular clectorates. The point I specially de-
sire to refer 1o is the parlous condition of
the primary industries. I hope that in the
nenr future the Government will take some
action to alleviate the great troubles which
weigh upon those industries. Mention has
heen made of the unemployment difficulty,
and the urgent need for relieving that situa-
tion. While not wishing to minimise in any
way the greatness of that trounble, T vet
holid that the speediest remedy is to remove
the difficulties of the primary producers.
Unemployment, I submit, will disappear if
the primary industvies can be placed upon
a paying basis.  Tn drowing attention to
the state of the primary industries, and in
mrging meazures for their relief, T do not
wish to refleet in any wav upon the ndm_im
istration of the late Government.  They
eame inte office three vears ago, and had
to face a situation sueh as had not had to
be faced in the past history of the eountry.
T faet, thev had to make legislative his-
torv: and T think they did make it. Dur-
ing this period of depression, however, it
is from time to time neeessarv to supple-
ment the legislation originally pasgsed hy the
Inte Government, in order to carry the coun-
try on a little further. T helieve there is
need for the passing of legislation of that
nature by the present Government, in order
to supplement legislation of the kind intro-
duced by their predecessors with a view {o
emabling onr industries to enntinue, While
I owe allegiance to the Country Party, the
present Government, if they introduce such
legislation, will have my hearty support—
always asswming thaot sueh legislation will,
in my judgment, be for the benefit of the
primary indusiries, T am not hinting that
I shall refrain from exercising to the full
whatever little nhilities T may possess in
eriticising the measures brought down; but
my eriticism will. T hope. never he of a
carping nature, but construetive eriticism,
and such as mayv assist the Government to
carry out their duties. 1In passing, may I
rongratulate the Government on their ae-
cession to office, and may I assure Ministers
that if I can render any such assistanee as
I have indicated T shall place the zood of
the State before any mere party advantage.
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In fact, I do not hold with party govern-
ment. | think that is one of those things
which might well be relegated, with the Ad-

" dress-in-reply dehate, to the limho of Par-

linmentary practice. However, while we
have party government we must, I suppose,
put up with it. At the present juncture 1
do not propose to sei about the nbolition
of party government; I merely express the
hope that the time is not far distant when
it will he done away with and when mea-
sures will be considered solely from the as-
pect of the countin’s well-being. When
learning of the intention of the Minister for
Emplovment to inaugurate an FEeconomie
Council, T was hopeful that the hon. gentle-
man had in mind something of the nature
of what was in my mind—the ealling of a
ranference to evolve a plan for the rehabili-

tation of the primary industries. Hon.
members  will  recolleet  that, as  wmen-
tioned hy the membher for Nedlands
{Hon. N. Keenan), when Australin en-
countered the depression. the first thing
that happened was that the various
State  Premiers and a  Commonwealth
representative  met  and  agreed  upon

a plan which hecame known as the Premicrs’
Plan. Whether that was a good plan or a
had plan T am net concerned with at the
moment: hut the fact is that when the
State Premiers and the Commnonwealth
Government found themselves in this diffi-
eulty, they considered that in order to gwet
out of it a plan was necessary. I consider,
similarly. that a set plan iz necessary in
order to get the primary industries out of
their difliculty: and in my opinion the only
method by which such a plan ecan be
achieved is to eall together all the interests
dirvectly connected with those industries—
public and private financiers, manufacturers,
merchants and so forth, and al=o represen-
tatives of the primary producers—and fo
let that conference evolve some plan: the
putting of such plan into effect to he the
daty of the Government.

The Minister for Employment: The prim-
ary industries have full representaiion on
the Eeonomie Conneil,

Mr. SEWARD: That is so; but T under-
stand that the work of the Economic Coun-
¢il is more related to unemplovment.

The Minister for Employment: It relates
to industry generally.
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Mr. SEWARD: Yes; but T cannot pos-
sibly see the Economie Couneil, as at pres-
ent constituted, successfully evolving a plan

for the earrying-on of the primary indus.’

tries, the representatives of those industries
on that hody being so lopelessly oulnum-
hered.  The primary industries are con-
fronted with grave dilficulties that should
be surmounted. In my opinion, if the
wheatgtowers shounld not have a majority
on a hody to investigate the question of the
rehabilitation of the industry, they should
at Jeast have a very large proportion of the
representation.

The Minister for Employment: And they
have it. On the FEeonomie Council there
are representatives of the pastoralists, of
the mining companies, who are econcerned
with primary industry too, and there i3 re-
presentation for the Primaky Producers’
Association as well.  Already there is ade-
quate representation.

"Mr. SEWARD: That is troe, but it does
not appeal to me, because it does not follow
that the interests of a pastoralist are the
same as those of a farmer.

The Minister for Employment: They are
both concerned with primary industries.

Mr. SEWARD: And so are the mining
companies, hut they are not vitally con-
cerned with the rehabilitation of the wheat
farming industry, which is the one of
which I @ speaking. Most members arve
conversant with the conditions of that in-
dustry at present. Should there he some
who lave not that elose acquaintance with
the difficulties of the farmers, I would em-
phasise the fact that at present they wre
merely carrying on. It may be asked
whether, sceing that the fariners are earry-
ing on, there is need for any further aetion.
For the past three years the farmers have
heen carried on, but the guestion arises as
to how long that position will be continuned.
Their ambition and energy is heing so sapped
that they will find it difficult to continue
much longer. A farmer works from bhefore
daxlight until after dark, and the only pros-
pect he ean see is one of hopeless ruin.
The farmers to-day are so submerged by
their load of debt that they know
they are ecarried only by the grace
of the |Dhanks and their creditors.
If the price of wheat were to rise
to 3s. a bushel and to remain at that
fiure for as leng as most of the farmers
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will, in all probahility, live, the great major-
ity of them would even then have no pos-
sible hope of paying off their liabilities.
That will emphasise the necessity fov some
plan being evolved fo make it possible for
those farmers to have before them the pros-
pect of conducting their activities to a sue-
cessful issue. Many of the farmers are ear-
ried on by the banks and I pay a tribute
to those institutions for the work they have
carried out during the years of cerisis, I
have noticed, particularly during the course
of the present debate, that the practice
seemss to he to blame the banks adversely
and to hope for a restrietion of their powers
in the near future. I disagree with that at-
titude altogether. If any member doubts
the effectiveness of the work of the banks,
he has merely to inspect the returns cov-
ering the last three vears and to pay par-
tienlar attention to the ratio the advances
hear to deposits, to appreciate how the
banks have assisted the agricultural indus-
try during the erisis. That clearly indi-
cates that those in charge of our banks have
profited from the lesson learnt in 1893, and
have built up the resourees of their insti-
tutions, with the vesult that, in years of
adversity, there has not been the number
of crashes that we have read of regarding
the banks in foreign countries during the
depression period. All through that time,
the banks of Australia have been able to
earry on efficiently. Consequently, we have
much to be thankful for regarding the hank-
ing system as we know it in the Commeon-
wealth. I trust that the Government will
take action along the lines T suggest and
that a plan will be evolved that will enable
those engaged in the farming industry to
entertain a reasonable hope of making good.
During the past few months T have noted
that a large proportion of the farmers are
in a most despondent mood. Most of them
do not know how long they will he ahle
to continue on their holdings, and thev are
not able to eontemplate further improve-
ments or additional activities with equa-
nimity. This great uncertainty that is hang-
ing over their heads is sapping their energy.
There are many eclements that enter into
the position but let me mention one only—
obeoleseent machinery.  The farmers have
hecn ahle to earry on with their old plant,
but the time is rapidly approaching when
the machinery will have to be replaced. If
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that has to be idone at eurrent prices, many
of the farmers will be put out of action be-
eause thev will not he able to shoulder the
financial burden. There are two other ad-
verse factors to whieh T shall vefer. T know
the Minister for Agriculture views sympa-
thetieally the diffienftics of the farmers and
will administer his department accordingly.
One of the matters refers to the rabbit in-
vasinon and the other relates to the ravages
of the red mite and the lucerne flea. We
eannot over-estimate the depredations of
these pests. Tn wmy distriet there is practi-
cally no feed at all, and some farmers are
contemplating putting their ewes and lambs
on to the crops in order to save the stoek.
The reason for that is that there is no fced
available for them. The rabbits, the Incerne
flea and the red mite prefer the hest of
whatever feed is available. In many dis-
tricts to-day are to he seen only native
grasses and sour feed that the pests will not
eat, and that is what is left for the sheep
to live on. As soon as one mentions the
rabbit invasion, the remedy is advanced by
the suggestion that the farmers will have to
evect wire-netting fences. That work can
be undertaken casily in some parts of the
State, but in other parts, and particularly
in the Great Southern areas, the position
is not so simple. heeause of the crecks and
rocky outerops that abound. Certainly the
erceks are small, but in winter they aver-
age from 15 to 20 yards in width. They
pursue a circuitons route and in many in-
gtanees eross and re-eross a houndary fence
many times in eomparatively short distances.
Where the fences eross the erceks, the farm-
ers would he required to effect repairs prac-
tically each year hecause of the effect of
storm water. That in itself would cost a
lot of money. Many of the rocky outerops
are from 10 te 50 vards in length and it
is difficult to creet a wire fence in such
places so as to keep ont the rabbhits
effectivelv. Tt is well known that the
tabbits progress along the banks of
erecks. They advance from the enst
and the further theyv progress to the west-
ward, the more apparent is the trouble along
the hanks of the creeks. There is one aspect
regarding the ereetion of wire netting fences
that iz seldom mentioned and T am afraid
many farmers will make a biz mistake unless
a definite stand is taken in the matter I have
in mind. The erection of the fences is a
costly work. When the rabbits first made
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their appearance in Gippsland, wire netting
fences conld be erected at from <30
fo £35 a mile. At present the cost would he
from £70 to £80 a mile, and I kuow of one
man who is ereeting a fenee to-day at the
cost of £90 per mile. The point I want to
make Is that many farmers are erecling their
fences with wire of a mesh of 114 inches.
Such a fence will not be rabbit-proof. The
mesh should be not greater than 117 inches.

Mre. Fersuson: Can a rabbit that can get
through 114 inch mesh wire, live away from
its mother?

Mr, SEWARD: Yes. When 1 was in
charge ot a branch bank in Vietoria some
vears ago, the farmers consulted me ubhout
this question. Some of them crected fences
with 1% inch mesh wive, while others chose
the 134 ineh mesh. In the part of Victoria
I refer to, the maximum area of a holding
was 100 acres, while most of them were of
40 aeres. The men who fenced with 114
ineh mesh wire quickly discovered rabbits in
thelr property and had great diffieulty in
dealing with the pest. 1t will be scen that T
know what I am talking abent when T =ay
that rabbits ean get through a wire fence if
114 ineh mesh is used. In this State, where
we have holdings of 1,000 acres or more, it
will nol he an easy matter to deal with the
pest once the fence is erected and the rabbits
are found inside. In fact, the farmer who
erccts n fence with the larger mesh will he no
hetter off.  This matter shiould be investi-
gated and the farming eommunity should be
advised as to the result. With reference to
the red mite and the lucerne flea, obviously
it ts impossible to combat the pest by means
of fencing. Thev can be deult with only by
the aid of science. TFortunately, there iz in
existence the Couneil of Scientific and I[n-
dustrinl Rezearch, with money and oflicers
at their disposal. The council are willing to
co-operate with the State Agricultural De-
partment and I hope advantage will be taken
of that fact. One of the couneil’s officers
should he invited to conduct an investigation
in this State, and, if possible, he should de-
vote his full time to the work, so that his
inguiries may he carried out thoroughly. By
that means some parasite might be discov-
ered, or some other means evolved of dealing
with the two pests. During a visit to the
south-castern portions of the Wagin and
Pingelly electorates, I was informed that
many farmers econld not ecarry more than 73
per cent. of the stock that had been depas-
tured o few years previously. Trom my own
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experience, [ know that to be the position,
In many instances the dilliculty is not due to
the depredations of rabbits but to the
ravages of the lucerne flea and the red mite.
The position is serious, and 1 hope the Agri-
cultural Department will eo-operate with the
Couneil of Scientific and Industrial Research
in an effort to eradiente the pests. 1 have
already indicated that T would weleome the
elimination of the Address-in-reply, and 1 do
not desire to speak at any great length on
this oceasion, more particularly as I under-
stand there will be another opportunity to
bring forward any matters we desire when
the Estimates are before us. There is
another question 1 will deal with; it was
mentioned by the member for Northam (Mr.
Hawke). L refer to the overlapping of the
Commounwealth and State Eleetoral Depart-
ments. I trust that Letore the next efection
is held, the Government will take steps to
prevent the duplieation of elections, particn-
larly where the Legislative Couneil is con-
cerned. 1 believe that if steps were taken
in that direetion, it would mean that the
Constitution would have to be mmended.
Even so, that would he o measure of reform
if it would mean that when next two elee-
tions ure to be held in one year, they could
be held on the one day. Recently the Legis-
{ative Council eleetions were held in May
and the Legislative Assembly elections in
April.  The eost of the two elections
was £13,000.  The cost of the election
this year was £8,000, of which £2,000 was
attributable fto the secession reterendum.
So it may safely be said that having the two
elections on different days, doubles the cost.
At a time like this, when economy is so ne-
ecssary, I commend this very valuable re-
form to the Government. Another matter
relating to the Ileetoral Department which
I wiil touch upon is the duplication of rolls.
In the resdistribution of seats a few yemrs
ago the boundaries of the varions clectorates
were  altered, that of Pingelly amongst
others. So when, during the recent election
campaign, [ eame anywhere near the boun-
daries of my electorate, T found that the
names of electors who had heen transferred
from the Beverley electorate to that of Pin-
gelly had been in some instances taken off
the Federal roll, not through any fault of
the clectors themselves, but because in the
opinion of the Federal Electoral Depart-
ment they had changed their addresses, and
so had to be struck off the roll. On the
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other hand, I found that some names had
been removed from the State roll. Since
then we have had a flood of biue papers
from the Electoral Department addressed to
the unfortunate settlers, notifying them that
they werc to sizn the papers and be fined
10z, or alternatively negleet to sign and he
fined £2. So I say it is necessary that we
ghould have the two Flectoral Departments
amalgamated, and the two volls amalgamated
wlso. Tn my opinion there should he but
one card for the cleetor to fil] in, and when
he has filled it in, the Eleetoral Department
should enter his name on hoth rolls. That
would save an enormous amount of trouble
to the unfortunate eleetor, who to-day has

to go to two different officinls to gzet his
rards.  Morcover, the person from whom the
clector wets his first enrd does not always

tell him that he must go to another official
for the second card. As a consequence it
quite frequently happens that he reeeives
a notification from the Commonwealth auth-
arities to the effeet that he is fined for not
heing on their roll. Tu the other States I
helieve the two rolls are amalgamated,
Westorn Anstralia being the only State hav-
ing separate rolls. T urge the Government
to see if this amalzamation ecannot he ef-
fected here, and so avoid the existing dupli-
cotion.

The Minister for Justice: If you can get
the Conntry Party in another place to agree
to that, we will put it through this vear,

Mr. SEWARD: T should think they
would readily agree to it. I hope the Gov-
ernmeit will try, for T think they will find
the Country Party will he only too pleased
to have it done,

The Minister for Justiee: It has heen tried
thyee times during the past five or six years.

Mr. SEWARD: I am afraid that when
those atteinpts were made there was some-
thinr more than merely the amalgamation
of the rolls attempted.

The Minister for Justice: No, not a single
word.

AMr. SEWARD: Well, if T have any in-
finenee with those in another place, T can
assure the Minister of my support for that
reform. I thank memnbers for the attentive
hearing thev have given me.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collicr—
Bonider) [54]: 1 wish to associate myself
with the eongratulatory remarks male by
previous speakers concerning new members
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of this House. We lave quite a eonsider-
able number of men who have come here for
the first time, and I am glad also to note that
they are young men. From my years of
ohservation, T can honestly say, judging
from the speeches thai have already been
delivered by those new members, that they
rank very high, and I am quite certain there
is a future in the public life of the State for
many of the vounger members of this House.
Whilst T would go just as far as anvbody
else in my desire to eongratulate vouth,
imembers not only young as members, hut
voung alsa in years, I do not altogether sub-
seribe to the idea, which seems to be preva-
lent at present, that all the wisdom lies with
voutl, that the future salvation of the race
and the nation lies with vouth, and that all
or most old men are fools. I do not agree
with any slupdash kind of ecviticisin that
would point to the position of our hovs and
girls just leaving school and not wanted, as
it were, with no opening or opportunity, and
draw from that fact the deduction that the
position as we find it is due fo old men who
have been in control of government. There
has not, so far as my reading of history goes,
been any period when it could safelv be said
that any ecouniry or Government was ruled
by old men. YWhen we look around to-day in
Australia it may be we shall find that old men
are in positions of power in the various Gov-
ernments; but they could not be there were
it not for the fact that thex were elected by
young men, voung people. Any attempt to
draw a line that would give to the people of
the country the idea that the present troubles
are due to government hy men of old age, as
against  vounger men, would be entirvely
wrong. The position we are faced with in
this State to-day, as in every other part of
the world, is not the result of government
either by young wen or by old men, but is
the result of government on entirvelv wrong
lines, and in that respect men and women
of all ages have participated. As an Aus-
tralian, I may be permitted to offer a few
remarks with regard to ourselves. Whilst
T would ¥ield to no one in my admiration of
the splendid gualities possessed by the Aus-
tralian, qualities which I scarcely need indi-
cate, for they are well known to all of us,—
initiative, enterprise, daring, courage, dash,
imagination—all these fortunately belong to
our people as Auwstralians. Tet us not
close our eves to 1he faet that there is
another side fo the puge. We are not 100
per cent. perfect. We have defeets, perhaps

f9]
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the defecis of our qualities, If we turn
around and consider what are the defects of
the Australian character, I should say the
outstanding defect is an excessive love of
sport, not for the sake of sport, but for the
eambling epportunities it provides. In no
other country in the world, so far as I know,
iz there such a decree or desire or love of
aambling as there is in the Australian
character. 1 mention this because 1 think
it is well that we should see the other side of
the picture. Love of sport, ves; as one who
took part in a certain sport in my youth, that
of cricket, I welcome the faet that our hoys
and girls are taking part in large measure in
outdoeor sport, which our elimate encourages
them to do; but 1 am not a lover of a so-
called sport at whieh 40,000 or 50,000 people
gather together on a Saturday afternoon and
roar themselves hoavse in barracking for
Tom This, or Bill That on a football field,
where there are only 36 men taking part;
rather would I prefer Lo see 2 much smaller
crowd of a few thousands looking on and
30,000 or 40,000 peuple taking part in some
kind of outdoor exercise for themselves and
for their own benefit. My travels, not only
in Australia but in other parts of the world,
have led me to the conclusion that people
nowhere, no race I have any knowledge of,
is =0 given to an excessive love of gamblins
as s the Australian race. Men who for 20
or 30 years have been employed in zood posi-
tions on full-time wages, and reasonably
good wages and salaries—this applies also
to men in ¢ommerce and business—at the
end of the first week iliey find themselves
out of occupation they are looking for somc
kind of assistance from somebody or other.
S0, expressing my own opinion and only
my own, I say there is that weak spot in the
Auwstralian character—an excessive love of
sport. 1f the older men have heen governing
the Australian States, why is it? It is be-
cause the younger men of the present gen-
eration have come into a life that afforded
them opportunities for leisure and enjoy-
ment which they themselves did not earn
and which thev themselves played no
part in securing. While the serious matters
of life, particularly the government of the
country, have heen left to the older men, the
explanation i+ that the vounger men have
heen absorbed in or obsessed with a desire
for pleasure, luxury and ease. If we go
to our lihraries or fo meeting halls where
thouchiful addrvessez may be delivered, we
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find them comparatively empty while, at the
same time, all the roads that lead to jazz
halls and picture shows are crowded and
congested with the yonth of the eonntry. My
statement seems to be pretty bard, hut it
is true.

Mr. Stubbs: Perfeetly true.

Mr. Wansbrough: Only too true.

The PREMIER: T do not blame the
youth, They are simply the vietims of the
environment of the age and generation in
which thev were born and ave living. Just
a8 in older times the youth have done extra-
ordinary or unwise things, so are the vouth
of to-day doing things aceording to the en-
vironment in which they find themselves. Let
us onee and for all get rid of the idea that
c¢ld men have lirought about the state of
affairs that exist in the world to-day. I
eould, if I cared, have recourse to history
to show that most of the great things in
the way of reform done in the world have
been initiated and carried through by old
men. To mention only one, I would take
(ladstone, who entered Parliament at the
age of 22 as a most pronounced Conserva-
tive. In his youth and during the earlier

years of his membership of the British Par-

liament he was a pronounced Tory. I
think the first vote he ever gave, if not the
first speech he ever made, was in opposi-
tion to the abolition of slavery. His father
and his relatives were interested in slavery
in the West Indies, and Gladstone entered
Parliament as a pronounced supporter of
slaverv: Tt was not until he reached the
age of 68, notwithstanding his outstanding
ability, that he became Prime Minister of
Great Britain. From that time until he
retired or resigned the Prime Ministership
at the age of 84 were the fruitful years
of that great man’s life. What did he do
in those years? His youthful thoughts were
entirely abandoned and the mellowing in-
fluence of years taught him te see things in
a different light. So it is quite a wrong
deduetion to draw that, with advaneing
vears, men hecomc Conservative and Tory
and that all the radieal hrightness helongs
to youth. History shows that the very op-
posite has been the fact. T desire to recipro-
eate the spirit of the offer made by the Lead-
er of the Opposition to assist and co-oper-
ate with the Government wherever possible.
From my experience of him as a member
of this House for some years, I am quite
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sure that his words were sincere and that
anything he can reasonably do, consistent
with his party and policy, to assist and eo-
operate with the Government will he done.
I do not ngree with the hon. memher when
he criticised the appointment of the coun-
cil appointed by my colleague, the Minister
for Employment, and contended that it was
merely duplicating something already in
existence and might perhaps have the object
of side-stepping responsibility. What ob-
jection can there be to the appointment
of such a council? All that has been done
is to call into consultation members of all
kinds of organisations, not with any power
to decide what shall be done, but with the
desire that they should, by advice and by
the special knowledge that they possess, be
of assistance to the State. The object is
to utilise their advice and knowledge in the
interests of the State. There can be no
side-stepping of responsibility there. It is
merely harnessing an influence that exists in
the State—an influence that I think ecan
be harnessed for the benefit of the people.
I am quite certain that in the hands of the
Minister for Employment the advice thought
and assistance of the members of the eoun-
cil will he of very great valne to the State.

Mr. Latham: They might make plenty of
recommendations for the spending of money
which you will not he able to find.

The PREMIER: We shall not he com-
pelled to find the money. They will also
be able to make recommendations as to how
money might be spent without inereasing
the volume of expenditure. Will the hon.
member suggest that the prominent men and
women who have decided to give their time
to this work are concerned only about mak-
ing proposals for the expenditure of money?
Most of them, especially those who are tak-
ing a very active part in the work, are
patriatie citizens of the State. They will
give of their very best, not only in thought,
but also in time and energy, to help, not
the present Government particularly, but
the State in so far as it may lie in their
power to help to overcome the difficulties
with which we are confronted. I would not
suegest that there was a thought in the
mind of any one of those men or women
other than for the welfare of the State.
The Leader of all that was left of them—
I shall not say the ragged remnant

Hon. N. Keenan: Say what yon like.
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The PREMIER: 1 certainly shall, and
hefore 1 sit down, T shall say something
that will not be altogether likeable to the
hon. member

Hon. X. EKeenan: I have no doubt.

The PREMIER: —knowing wme as the
bon. member does, and knowing the hon.
member as I do. The hon. member offered
his co-operation, He said that if I would
take him into my confidence with regard to
the business hefvre the House, he would
be willing to co-operaie with the Govern-
ment. The hon. memher will be taken into
wy confidence just fo the same extent as,
and no more than, uny other member of
the IHouse.

Hon. N. Keenan: 1 ask no more.

The PREMIER: Then the hon. member
will not be disappointed. The co-operation
of the hon. member! I have had the priv-
ilege, or shall T say the advantage, of having
known the Leader of the Nationalist Party
politieally for the past 27 years, and for
the hon. member to speak of co-operating
with an opposition seems to me to be some-
thing in the nature of a joke. ‘The hon.
member has rever in his life been able to
co-operate with any human being. I re-
member well when he took office as Attor-
ney General in the Moore Government in
1906. He remained a memier of the Gov-
ernment for three years.

Hon. N. Keenan: Four.

The PREMIER: Three years. I shall
give the hon. member the dates if he so
desires. T have reason to remember them.

Hon., N. Weenan: The Moore Govern-
ment hegan in 1805.

The PREMIER: The Moore Government
came into office in 1906. My memory is
better than that of the hon. member. I
entered the House on the same day as the
hon. member, the 27th October, 1905. It
was in 1906 that the Rason Government re-
signed and the Moore Government fook their
place. In that Government the hon. mem-
her was Attorney General

Mr. Latham: Tt was the 27th October,
1905,

The PREMIER: During those years it
was evident to those who were sifting then
in Opposition that the bon. member, after
a vear or two in office, was very displeased
and dissatisfied with his colleagues. His
dissatisfaction increased with the passing of
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the months, uniil six months before his re-
signation it was transparenf to every mem-
her of the House. Everyone who was in
touch with the political affairs of that time
knew that the hon, member was out of step
with the Government, or, as he would pre-
fer to put it, that his colleagues were out
of step with him. His dissatisfaction was
ingreasing week by week and month by
month. His displeasure with the Govern-
ment did, however, enable him to remain a
member of Cabinet until a date exactly
three years from the date when he took
office. A man of the ordinary standard
would have, in the circumstances, resigned
from the Government six months before.
This hon. member, however, carried on un-
til a date exactly three years from the date
when he was clected, and that entitled him
to n pold pass over the railways of Aus-
tinkia for the rest of his life.

Hon, N. Keenan: Wag that the reason?

The PREMIER: In my opinion it was
the reason.

Hon, N. Kecnan: That I resigned office
for a gold pass?

The PREMIER: No, that the hon. mem-
ber hung on to office for a gold pass. He
hung on until he was entitled to get a gold
pass for life on the railways of Australia.

Hon. N. Keenan: How much longer conld
T have retained offiee had T desired to do
s0? The Government lasted three more
years,

The PREMIER: Tt did not.

Hon. N. Keenan: Something like that.

The PREMIER: The hon, member could
have hung on if he had been content to
submerge his dissatisfaction and displeasure
with the Government, ’

Hon. N, Keenan: Yes.

The PREMIER: An honourable man.
would have resigned 12 months before the
hon. member did.

Hon, N. Keenan: For what reason?

The PREMIER: For the reason I have
given.

Hon. N. Keenan: For what reason you
actually know of?

The PREMIER: I know of this reason.
It is a strange coincidence that the date
when the hon. memher found he ecould no
longer be associated with his colleagues was
the actual day and date when he became
entitled to this gold pass.
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Hon. X. Keenan: How much longer could
I have remained in office; three years
longer?

The PREMIER: The hon. member eould
have done so.

Flon. N. Keenan: T was still in office, and
the Government were re-elected.

The PREMIER: Why did the hon. mem-
ber hold on up to this date? Fe has been
mean enough to aseribe to me meanness of
action in conection with the recent elec-
tions.

Hon. ¥. Keenan: I have aseribed to the
Premier

The PREMIER: I am going to deal fully
with this later on. The hon. member for
the first time in the history of this Chamber
over the last 15 years gave voice to wretched
party polities and partisanship, and to bit-
ter unserupulons partisan statements, I
suppose he may be excused for trying to
make up for the loss of prestige that his
party is now suffering, by endeavouring to
make a bitter politieal partisan speech dur-
ing the opening days of this Parliament,
He did what I have never known the Leader
of any party in this House to do, in all my
long experience. Fle began his speech by
offering eongratulations to the new member
who had moved the motion for the adop-
tion of the Address-in-reply, and then with
a rasping, venomous fongue, later on used
his sareasm upon that hon. member,

Hon. N. Keenan: That is not trme.

The PREMIER : It is true.

Hon, N. Keenan: True in yvour opinion.

The PREMIER: FEvery man who has
heen a member of this House for a numher
of vears knows it is the most difficult task
a new member has to undertake in the open-
ing of a new Parliament, when he moves
the motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply. In all my experience I have never
known a member to acquit himself better
than did the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Tonkin). The memher for
Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan) was, however,
mean enough first of all fo offer words of
congratulation, and then to put in his rasp-
ing sareastic comments.

Hon. N. Keenan: Not half <o rasping as
your owi,

The PREMIER: If the hon. member felt
he could not offer congratulations ic a new
member, and leave things at that, he should
not have mentioned him. At no time in my
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experience as a private memher or as
Leader of a partv, has the Leader of a so-
called parvty—a wretched party—ever de-
seended to the depths of using his clever
sarcastic tongue upon a new member of the
Honse. That is what the member for Ned-
lands did.

Mr. Hawke: He certainly hit him below
the belt.

The PREMIER: Only such an one as the
honr. member could do that. Whatever
faults there may have heen in the speech
of a new member, it has been iraditionally
agreed that at least his first speech should
he free from comment. more particularly
free from wretched sareastic ecomments such
as were emploved hy the member for Ned-
lands.

Hon. N. Keenan: Will the Premier give
one sentence from my specch to justify that
absurd statement?

The PREMIER : T heard it, and listened
to it.

Hon. N. Keenan: You are romaneing.

The PREMIER : And I have read it, too.

Hon. N. Keenan: Read one sentence that
would justify your statement.

The PREMIER: T listened to it.

The 3PEAKER: Ovder! Will the Pre-
mier address the Chair,

The PREMIER: It is not so much what
is contained in the words, but members who
listened to this speech know what I mean.
They are not so much concerned about the
words which appear in “Hansard,” hut
ahout the sareastic manner in which they
were uttered. The hon. member was also
good enough to deal with promises I am sup-
vosed to have made. He declared that I
had made specious promises and all kinds
of promises. He was not able to quote defin-
itely the exaet words I used, but the charge
he made against me was founded on the
inference he drew from my words.

Hon. N. Keenan: Inferences that anyone
would draw.

The PREMIER: Inferences that anyone,
who has been paid all his life to plead all
kinds of inferences, would draw, bui not
the inferences that any reasonable eommon-
sense man would attempt to draw. They
were inferences that it suited the purpose
of the hon. member to draw. He made a
personal aftack upon me. He said the
“very worst form of promise, the meanest
form of promize.” T remember how he laid
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stress upon the words “meancst form of
promize.” He said the “meanest form of
promise iz the one that iz not explicit, that
iz meant to be understood.” The hon. mem-
ber accused me of not only making politieal
promiszes, but a mean form of promise. T
was speaking for my party on that oecca-
sion, but nevertheless T was a mean man
who made mean promises.

Hon. X. Keenan: The I'remier knows that
I was making a eomparison of the expres-
sions ml showing they had two meanings.

The PREMIER: There was not a word
of truth in the inference the hon. member

drew. It was not a eomparison with ex-
penditure.
Hon. X. Keenan: I said a comparison

of expressions that were capable of two
meanings, [ was not talking ahout expen-
iture.

The PREMIER: Aceording to the hon.
member T am the kind of man who would
adopt a mean kind of cxpression, would
make mean promises. My standing and
politieal reputation will ecompare with his.
[ will leave it to the House and to the peo-
ple who kinow me to say whether T would
deliberately do a mean thing in connection
with any eleetion. The hon. member charges
me with having made all kinds of promises,
There is not a word of truth in or founda-
tion for the allegation that I made reckless
promises, that I promised any of the things
the hon. member likes to infer from what
[ did say.

Hon. N. Keenan: does the I'remier say
his remarks were not eapable of earrving a
double meaning?

The PREMIER: I said what I did =ay.
I did not say one word that would justify
the infercnee the hon. member has chosen
to dvaw from what [ did say.

Hon. N. Keenan: Is this newspaper report
acenrate”

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon, N, Keenan: Is it?

The PREMIER: Yez. The hon, member
charges me with having made all kinds of
promises.  In effeet, he said that we are now
on this side of the House, because of the
promizes we made to the cleetors, the absurd
promises that we made! But from the paper
from which he quoted he preferred to take
only the headlines, not what T did say.

Hon. N. Keenan: That iz the second
speech.
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The PREMIER: 1 am referring to the
seconil speech, He accepts that as proof that
[ did make promises. But let me read to
him what the zame newspaper said with re-
gard to my speech. I intend to quote fran
the leading article of the newspaper, not
from any headline or sub-headline over the
report—

The best feature of Jr. Collier's policy
speech is that, with a becoming sense of re-
sponsibility, it makes few promises, and the-c
few are of small importanec.

That was the comment in the leading article
of the -““West Australian™ lollowing the
policy speech that I delivered. 1t deelared
that I made few promises and that those 1
did make werc of small importanee, Com-
pave that responsible opinion, expressed in
a responsible journal, with the irresponsible
party bitterness expressed by the hon. mem-
ber in his speech. He aceused me of throw-
ing promises all around the country, and
winning votes here, theve and everywhere for
having made those promises. Yet we find
the newspaper remarking that a feature of
my speech was that there were no promises
of importance.

Hon. N. Keenan: Wholly inaceurate.

The PREMIER : I shall deal a little later
with what the hon. member said about that;
T have not nearly finished with him yet.

Hon. N, Keenan: It iz inaccurate. 1hd
YOU say—-—

The PREMIER: I did say what 1 did say.

Hon. N. Keenan: What was in the news-
paper?

The PREMIER: What the hon. member
said might well he worthy of a pettifogging
lawver trying to bamboozle some country
jnstice of the peace.

Mr. Latham: Why country justices?

The PREMIER: Yokels, he ealls them,
“vour country vokels.” The “West Austra-
lian” newspaper further said, in a leading
article after the eleetion—

They (the Government) have not been un-

reasonably profuse with theiv promises, Tt is
a healthy indication of politieal responsibility.

So I leave it to the judgment of the people
to say whether the wretched statement of the
hon. member is more reliable than the mat-
ured opinion expressed in the leading artiele
of the “West Australian” A great point
the hon. memher made with regard to my
policy speech was in respect of wage re-
duction as embodied in whai is known as
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the Premiers’ Plan, and he accused me of
absolntely misleading the people in connec-
tion with the poliey of the previous Gov-
ernment in that direction. I said in my
platform speeches, as I said in this House,
and as every member of this party then sit-
ting in Opposition said, net once but a hun-
dred times, that the previous Government
was the only Government in Australia that
submitted, under the Premiers’ Plan, legis-
lation to redunce the wages of those engaged
in private employment. That was not new,
The statement was made in this House and
from the front Opposition henches a
score of times, and never denied by the Pre-
mier of the day or by the Minister who was
then in charge of the Bill, nor was it denied
by the hon. member himself, hecause it could
not be denied.

Hon. N, Keenan: There was the state-
ment made in Boulder.

The PREMIER: It was the statement
made on the floor of the House, a statement
made a hundred times by memhers now
on this side of the House, that the previ-
ous Government was the only Government
in Australia that had introduced legislation
for the purpose of reducing the wages of
those in private employment, and were thus
over-riding the arbitration laws of the State.
Of course we knew that every Government
had introdueed legislation dealing with those
who were engaged in the public service.
That was well known to everyome.  The
point I made at my meeting, and every one
of our candidates made it, was that the
then Government was the only Government
that had attempted to interfere with the
wages of those in private employment.

Hon. N, Keenan: Is that the meaning of
it?

The PREMIER: The hon. memher had
ample opportunity of denying it on the
flaor of the House, bhut characteristically he
sat silent during those days and months of
diseussion,

Hon. N. Keenan: Discussing what?

The PREMIER: No doubt he held a
gloved hand towards his Leader with a dag-
ger behind his back, He ialked about emer-
gency clanses and said I condemned the
late Government for reducing salaries. Then
he went on to draw his own inference.
“Surely,” he said, “it was a promise that
if his party were returmed fo power, the
finaneial emergeney clauses would be re-
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stored.” That is an inference again. I made
no such promise. What I did say and what
avery member of the party said was that
the poliecy of the previous Government with
regard to wages euts was not justified. We
gave our reasons for saying se, and of
course we would not be a party to re-enact-
ing anything of that kind. Then with re-
gard to taxation relief the hon. member eri-
ticised my policy speech for having drawnm
attention o the faet that the previous Gov-
ermmnent had increased many items of taxa-
tion. Fle quoted the ineome tax dividend
duties, hospital tax, the duty on cheques,
the increased tax on entertainments and the
totalisator tax, and because T drew atten-
tion to the manner in which taxation had
bheen increased, that hecomes a ground of
complaint. Would he have the Opposition
go to the people and tell them lies, tell them
that there was no inerease in this, or that
or the other tax? Whatever I said with
regard to increased taxation was founded
on fact.

Hon. N. Keenan: That is correct.

The PREMIER: Well, what objection
has the hon. member to it?

Hon. N. Keenan: The Premier said

The PREMIER: 1 said no such thing.

Hon. N. Keenan: Let me read the sen-
tenece.

The PREMIER: You may not read it

Hon. N. Keenan: It can be explained.

The PREMIER: The hon. member can-
not explain his attitude after having com-
plained in this House that I told the people
that cerfain taxes had been inereased. Of
course T told the people that. T did so be-
canse I was speaking the truth and I was
justified in saying what I did.

Hon. N. Keenan: T concede that.

The PREMIER: Of eourse, but the hon.
member draws his own deductions and says
that becanse I spoke of the increase of taxa-
tion, the inference was that I would reduce
the taxation. The peculiar mind of a pecu-
liar man! He draws this deduction.

Hon. N. Keenan: Read the sentence.

The PREMIER: I have read it; I know
it. I told the people the truth. The hon.
member was not game to do that prior to
the elections; he shirked his job when he
slunk around the suburbs of the city making
his poliey speech, or the speech that was
published as being a reeord of his policy,
and in which there was not one word men-
tioned of the matters he now complains
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about. It was a speeeh of generalities with-
out any reference io those questions he now
savs are of so much importance to the State
—not a word. He has the temerity to say
that he never mentioned secession in his
electorate.

Mr. Hawke: He ncver mentioned anything
else.

The PREMIER: Not inside the boun-
daries of his electorate. Does the hon. mem-
ber imagine that that kind of sophistry will
go down with members of this House, that
because within the houndaries of his elec-
torate he never dealt with secession, but that
outside of the lLoundaries—and only a few
hundred yards outside—he was the great
know-all and be-all of the whole movement.
Of course what he said in the PPerth Town
Hall on the secession question was said just
outside the houndavies of his elecrorate!
Nuturally, what he said wonld not find its
wuy into his electorate!

Hon. N. Weenan: Do yon object?

The PREMIER : Not to anything the hon.
member sayz that may be right, but 1 do
object to the hon. member being so con-
foundedly critical and claiming eredit in this
House for not. having mentioned the guestion
of sceession within the boundaries of his
electornte, when he knew that all the tine,
Just ontatde the boundavies, he was the lead-
ing lignre in the movement, and that what-
ever he said eould not he kept from those
who were within the boundary of his elee-
torate.

Hon. N. Keenan: No.
say——

The PREMIER: That is the kind of
subterfuge employed by the hon. member.
It will not go down in this Chamber.

Hon. N. Keenan: T do not want i} to.

The PREMIER: The hon. member has
been absent from this House for many years.
He must learn that such balderdash will not
go down with members of the present House,
not even with new members. No¢ member
here can be bamboozled into the belief that
in the election of the member for Nedlands
secession plaved no part. He savs he did
not mention secession within the boundaries
of his electorate. Qutside those houndaries,
however, he was the Great T Am, foremost
at the specially staged big meeting in the
Town Hall & day or two before the date of
the election. That is not the kind of thing
that will zo down here. Then the hon. mem-
ber said that the reference to the 44-hour
week in m¥ poliex speech was sarcasm on

What T meant to

my part, He =aid that my mentioning the
4d.honr week as part of my party’s pro-
gramie was perpetrating a cheap and nasty

gareasm. In the same passage the hon. mem-
ber said—

What worker throughout the length and
hreadih of the land
And this is where the cloven hoof shows
itself; this gets right down to the funda-

mental bottom of the hon. member’s mind—
would not willingly work 18 hours a week
it only he had permanency of employment?
Of course he wonld work longer hours to
secure permanency of cmployment in times
of depression. Was it sarcasm on my part
to announce a feature of my party’s policy
which has been a fTeature of that policy for
wenerations past?  There was no vote-
catching about it, and there was no sarcasm
about it. It was simply an announcement
of the policy of the party with which I am
assnciated, a poliey for which we have stood,
which we ave responsible for having intro-
duced, zo far a= it was possible to do so,
while we were in office. Sareasm ! Of
eourse, what would suit the hon. member and
those who think with him is a poliey of
longer hours and lower wages, cheaper work,
the cost of production coming down through
increased working hours. That would be the
hon. member’s policy, joined with other dis-
abilities. I did not think the houn. mewmber
wonld descend te the level of commenting
upon the fact that the Minister for Employ-
ment recently visited Sydney. The Minisier
did so in what T think 1 mav justly elaim
was at least a semi-public vapacity, The
member for Nedlands eritieises that aetion.
It cught not to have been done, he eonsiders.
But I ventuve to assert that if the hours
which the Minister for Industries gives to
his office and to the service of this country,
even allowing for his absence of three weeks,
with those threc weeks taken out, were com-
pared with the hours given tu the serviee of
the State by any ex-Minister of the party to
which the member for Nedlands belongs. it
would be found that my eolleague had heen
working overtime. DBut since when, let me
ask, ha= it become an itmproper thing for a
Minister to go East on business other than
sneh as might he described as strictly publie
business? We know perfectly well that in
the past Ministers belonging to the destroyed
party have visited the Faztern States, not on
public business or semi-public busziness, hut
purelv an holiday. '
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Hon. N. Keenan: Perhaps so.

The PREMIER: Perhaps so ! The hon.
member knows that it is so. On many ocea-
sions those Ministers have gone East in the
interests of the private business or profes-
sion in which they happened to be interested,
and on other oceasions they have gone East
purely on holiday. I can tell the member
for Nedlands that a Minister of the party
which he now leads went to the Eastern
States, not as did the Minister for Employ-
ment, on business of a semi-publie character,
but to be present at a test cricket mateh, and
that before leaving Western Australia that
Minister drew by way of travelling allowance
a sum of £50, that, when he returned, the
period of bis absence entitled him to an
allowance of only £29, that repeated requests
made to that ex-Minister for the refund of
the £20 which belong to the taxpayers of this
State have proved resultless, and that the
ex-Minister has refosed to amswer any cor-
respondence with regard to the matter. And
it is not the first oeeasion this has happened
with Ministers in a Nationalist Government,
It ill-becomes the leader of such a party to
make eomments upon the absence of my col-
leagne for a few weeks from the State.

Hon. N. Keenan: Do you snggest that T
approved of that ease which you have men-
tioned?

The PREMIER : No: I do not snggest it.

Hon. N. Keenan: Or that 1 ever heard
of it?

The PREMIER: No: T know the hon.
member bas not. Neither do T suggest that
he approves of it. But the hon, member,
during the past few years, when he sat for
a time on the Treasury hench and for the
rest of the time behind the late Government.
by his silence approved of a great many
things as to whieh he is to-day most indig-
nant.

Hon. N, Keenan: Do you suggest I knew
anything about that?

The PREMIER: I do not know what the
hon. member knew, or what he did not know.

Hon. N, Keenan: Then do not impute——

The PREMIER: I do¢ not impute any-
thing. 1 did not start imputations. It was
the hon. member who started imputations in
this Chamber. It was left to the hon. mem-
ber to begin a line of attack and criticism
which, fortunately, has been unknown in this
House for the last 15 vears. That has been
left to him, and so far as we are concerned
he mayv continue upon those lines. JMuch of
the speechi he made might well have been
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delivered during the time he was sitting on
the Ministerial side of the Chamber. Much
of that speech was applicable to the Govern-
ment of which he was a member, and which
he supported, to even a greater extent than
it is applicable to the circumstances of the
present I’arliament. The hon. member made
some remarks about borrowing, and about
the spending of money to no purpose. He
said-—~

Whit is the ountstanding feature of the Gov-
crminent’s proposals? It is to borrow £3,500,
({00 during the present financial year, and with
that money to find work, or part-time work,
For the uncmployed here, there and evervwhere
on all kinds of spasmodic enterprises.

Well, what was the poliey of the Govern-
ment that he supported?

Hon. X,
them?

The PREMIER: No. What was  the
policy of the Government of which he was
a member? Did he criticise it?

Hon. N. Keenan: Of eourse I did.

The PREMLUER: The hou. member was
the dumbest man that ever sat behind a
tiovernment, after he retived from the
Ministry.

The Minister for Agriculture: And never
voted against them once.

The PREMIELR: And never gave an ex-
pression of opinion against them.  Never
once did the hon. member express a hostile
sentiment with regard to the Government
he sat behind.

Hon. X, Keenan: Did not
trom my speeches?

The PREMIER :
member’s speeches?

Hon. N. Keenan: Yes.

The PREMIER: Oh! The sitnation
must have heen desperate if T quoted from
the hon. member's specches.

Hon. N, Keenan: Perhaps it was desper-
ate for vou.

The PREMIER: The hon. member fur-
ther said—

It ix elear that the budget deficit of £750,000
is a loan of the werst character, hecause it is
a deht incurred in amticipation.
“It is clear that the budget deficit of
£750,000 is a loan of the worst character.”
It is true, of course, that deficits must he
met by loan payments. Tt is alse trne that
the expenditnre of loan money in that direc-
tion is highly undesirable. But if the ap-
plieation of £750,000 in this direction repre-

Keenan: Did not [ eriticise

vou quote

Quote from the hon.
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sents a debt of the worst character, what is
to be said of the £1,300,000 of deficit or Joan
indebtedness which occurred during the year
the hon, member was a Minister? That is
double the amount he now complains about.
During the year that he was in offiec the
loan expenditure really totalled £3,180,000;
and that amount of course included the
£1,500,000 of Qeficit.

Sitting suxpended from .13 to 7.30 pm.

The PREMIER: At the tea adjournment,
I had just about concluded what I desired
to say. I wish to make only onc other refer-
ence to the doleful tale told by the Leader
of the Nationalist Party op the oecasion of
the funeral oration he delivered.  During the
course of his remarks, he =zaid that unless
all things conld come to pass that he be-
lieved ought to take place, then there was no
jrossible future whatsoever for Western Aus-
tralin. He spoke in rvather glowing terms,
using generalisations abhout resuscitation and
g0 on, As to how that end was to be
achieved, it was by the lowering, or perhaps
the total aholition of the tariff, failing
which there was to be sepavation for West-
ern Australia from the rest of the Common-
wealth.  As the hon. member expressed no
confidence whatever in the idea that the
tarifil might he lowered to the extent that
he believed was mecessary to enable the
primary producing State of Western Anps-
tralin to survive, then the alternative was
to he separation from the rest of the Com-
monwealth. But if, on the one hand, there
were no hope of suceess, as the member for
Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan) helieved, and
if it should so happen that we were not sne-
cessful in our effort to secede from the rest
of Australia, then, to use the hon. member’s
own words, Western Australia would bhe in
the hands of the nndertakers. )

Hon. N, Keenan: 1 said that the hopes
of Western Ausiralia would be in the hands
of the undertakers.

The PREMIER : That was a doleful tale
to tell!

Hon. N. Keenan: Admittedly.

The PREMIER: 1 do not think that is
the kind of tale to be told by any member
of this Houge, more particularly by a man
who has the responsibility of heing the
leader of a political party. It may happen
that we shall not suceeed in whatever efforts
mayv be made to break away from the rest

249

of the Commonwealth. In that event, the
hon. member will have proclaimed to the
rest of Australia and the world in general
that we, as a State, are ready for the under-
takers. That is not a statement that ought
to be made by a man who has any real feel-
ing and understanding or a sense of re-
sponsibility, beeause such an utterance may
a0 incaleulable harm to the future of West-
ern Australin. If we are told next year
that we must remain an integral pari of
the Commonwealth, what mayv bhe the cffeet
of sueh words upon anyone likely to he
interested in Western Australia and its
future, its possibilities and its industries.
Who then would be interested? Ouly the
undertaker, says the member for Nedlands.
I regret very much that he should have
told such a doleful tale. Such stories of
distress, of death and despair have heen
told all down the centuries, but somehow
the doleful events predicted have never come
to pass, As one great thinker once rve-
marked, and his asserfion applies to States
and nations as well as to individuals, “Most
of our troubles never happen” Therefore,
even if we are compelled to carry on as
we are doing, the troubles predicted by the
hon. member may not come to pass, nor de
I think they will come to pass. I have only
this to say in conclusion: The position of
Western Australia to-day is no different
from what it has been during the past few
vears, There is certainly a brighter ountlook
in that the price of wool has arisen, and
that the tone of the wheat market is also
hetter,

Mr. Latham: And the people have set-
tled down a litfle more to the new order of
things.

The PREMIER: That is also true, but
the position is still acute. It demands the
best efforts of every man and woman in
this State, and for my part, as a member
of the Government, I ask for nothing more
than the same measure of fair play and of
considered thought and regard for the diffi-
culties of the Government that I extended
to the late Government during the past
three vears. I ask for nothing more than
that. The present is a time when we can
co-operate, so far as it is possible to do so
consistent with giving effec to our own poli-
cies and principles. It is still a time of
stress that requires that we shall continue
to pursue the hard road of economy by a
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reduction in expenditure and refraining
from indulging in expenditure of any kind
that ean possibly be avoided. We are not
masters of our own destiny, so to speak,
with regard to revenue. With a declining
revenue on all sides, that revenue is likely
to continue to decrease, and it mnst he made
up hy a reduced expenditnre. I agree with
the Leader of the Nationalist Party that it
is undesirable in the extreme fhat Govern-
ments should borrow money in order to
make up deficits and to pay their way. At
the same time, that bas been the position of
every Government in Awustralia during re-
cent vears and, with regard to most States,
for many years past. It is most undesir-
ahle, because the money is being expended
in a direction that eannot possibly give any
roturn and in a way that is unlikely to be re-
productive in any sense of the word. On
the other hand, that expenditure must in-
volve an added burden by way of interest
and sinking fund payments on the amounts
concerned. In that respect, although the re-
cent conversion loan announced in the “West
Australian” this morning, as a result of
which £17,000,000 has been eonverted from
G per cent. to 4 per cent.

Hon. J. Cuvningham: It was not really
4 per cent.. but 4% per cent.

The PREMIER: Yes, I know. That
conversion loan is satisfactory so far as it
goes, I was one of those at the recent meet-
ing of the Loan Council who urged the con-
version of a much larger amount, hut we
were advised that the money market in the
0Old Country was not favourable at the time.
T have no hesitation in sayving, and I do
not think I will be aceused in any way of
haing disloval in saying it, that the fime
for the conversion of all loans that carry
a high rate of interest is long overdue.

Members: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: I think Australia is
the only part of the British Empire that
did not sseure relense from expenditure of
that deseription long ago.  Although it
may be said that to force a conversion loan
upon hondholders of the Old Country
against their will, seeing thev had a con-
traet, so to speak. for the inferest rates of
5 or 6 per cent. to continue for many vears
to come, there is another side to the ques-
tion. I am not too sure that Australia has
not been made to pay for her reputed great
loyalty. It bas heen understood that Aus-
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tralia, under any and every circumstance,
wonld continne to pay, and the Common-
wealth has been allowed to pay. The time
has arrived, owing to the state of Austra-
lian trade to-day, when our national income
and expenditure, together with our obliga-
tions, are such that we should say straight
out to all those affected, that no matter how
willing we may be, we can no longer con-
tinue to pay the high rates of interest on
the money we owe overseas. We shall have
to say that, as many honest traders bhave to
say it at times to their creditors. While a
reduction from G per cent. {o 4 per cent.
may appear to be a large one, it has to be
remembered that £ per cent. is a high rate
of interest in view of the rate at whieh
money is available in England.

Mr. Sampson: So 1t is.

The PREMIER: The bank rate of inter-
est to-day is about 7s. 6d. per eent.—not
even 1 per cent. Aceording to the advices
[ have received, and the fact can be ascer-
tained by a perusal of any of the anthorita-
tive financial journals, there is plenty of
money in the Old Country awaiting invest-
ment. 1 do not think we are called upon
to take off our hais in gratitude for a re-
duetion of interest from 6 per cent. to 4
per cent., nor do I think the amount is any-
thing like if ought to he. I know that nego-
tiations are pending for the conversion of
another and somewhat smaller amount than
the last one; but that is not sufficient, for
there are still scores of millions of pounds
on which we are paying a high rate of in-
terest.

Mr. Stubbs: Not Western Aunstralia?

The PREMIER: Xo, Australia; an
amount. in respect of which a reduction of
interest onght to have been made vears ago.

Mr. Latham: For whai period was that
recent conversion? :

The PREMIER: I think 10 years.

Mr. Latham: With the right of redemp-
tion?

The PREMTER: Yes, with an option, We
come into it to a great extent, of course,
but although it will relieve the taxpayers
in this State of the payment of that extra
rate of interest, vet the Government will not
tenefit at all; beeause it was agreed at the
Loan Conneil meeting that any reduetion in
the rate of interest following conversion
loans would he dedueted from the amount
of the deficit agreed upon by the Loan
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Council.  So it will not help the Govern-
ment as a Government, but it will relieve
the State of the payment of £50,000 or
£60,000 per annum; it will not affect
the Government's finances, although the tax-
pavers will get the benefit to that extent.
But the amount ought to have been more,
and the conversion ought to have taken place
long ago. I hope that whatever may be
said about the possibility of conversion on
the London financial market the Common-
wealth Govermment will insist upon conver-
sion and let it he pretty well nnderstood—
and this was the opinion expressed by near-
lv all of those present at the Loan Couneil
—Dby those concerned in the Old Country
that if they will not voluniarily agree to a
considerable redunction in all our interest
payments, then necessarily, whether we like
it or not, a reduction will have fo be made
because this country cannot afford, in view
of the prices of our exports to-day, to pay
the same rate of interest as we were pre-
pared to pay when those prices were higher.
But I helieve the good sense of all eon-
cerned will enable conversion fo take place
within a very short time, and so the tax-
payers will be relieved of the considerable
payments they are called upon to make fo-
day. In the meantime I can assure the
House and the Stute that this Government
will pursue a poliey of sane common-sense
in regard both to legislation and adminis-
tration, keeping steadily in view the goal
we are aiming at.
Mr. Stubbs: Inereased taxation

not put us on the road to prosperity.

The PREMIER: Everyone knows that
increased taxation increases unemployment
and increases troubles and difficulties. But,
of course, without inereasing the {otal
amount that might be raised by way of tax-
ation, there is room for difference of opin-
jon as to the methods by which it might
he levied. T.iat, however, will be for the
consideration of the House iz a day or two.
Tn the meantime I ean say the Government
will pursue a policy of economy, realising
that the State is still engulfed in the great
difficulties which have surrounded us during
the past two or three years.

will

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [7.50]: 1
congratulate vou, Sir, on vour elevation to
the Speakership: and not only that, but on
vour determination to take the Chair minus
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the customary wig. I cannot see any neces-
sity for the Speaker to sit there wearing a
wop of horsehair, Certainly it would not
add to your attraetive appearance, the plae-
ing of a wig on your head. Previous
Speakers, of eourse, had themselves to please
in this detail, and were at liberty to wear
the wig, but I congratulate you, Sir, on this
reform you have introdueed, and I trust
that in the near future there will he other
reforms in the House. I should also like to
congratuiate the Leader of the Opposition
on attaining the position he helds to-day,
and I hope he will continue to oceupy it for
many vears to come. It cerfainly will be
beiter for the great mass of the community
if the Leader of the Opposition remains on
that side instead of returning to this side,
for we cannol hope to agree on what he
thinks right for the community and what we
think right. Regarding the appointment of
the Lieut.-Governor, it will be remembered
that the filling of the vacancy has heen a
bone of contention in the Honse during the
last two or three sessions. Only last session
the ex-Premi¢r assured ws that no sueh ap-
pointment would be made nntil the House
had an opportunity to discuss it. I under-
stand that although the Government of the
day gave us that assurance, they were not
in a positien to fulfil it, because the Im-
perial Government have the power to ap-
point a Governor irrespective of the wishes
of the Government. So I think we were a
little misled on that oeeasion, and in conse-
quence passed the item on the Estimates,
whereas had that statement not heen made
the essential item mighi have been struck
out from the Estimates, which would have
precluded any funture Governors or Lieut.-

Governors from occupying Government
House.
Mr., Stuhbs: Ave vou going to block

that item on the Estimates this session?

Mr. SLEEMAN: The trouble is I may be
in the Chair when it ecomes up for discus-
sion, but T trust that other members will do
something to see if the position of Governor
or Lient.-Governor cannot he wiped ount. T
have every respect for Sir James Mitchell,
and I helieve that he and I are the best of
fridnds, and that he would be the last to
take personal offence at my eriticism of the
office of Governor or Lieut.-Governor. Still,
as I sav, I hope that when the Estimates
are before us the House will ent out that
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unnecessary expense. Surely the Chief Jus-
tice’s position could be made part and par-
cel of that of Lieut.-Governor. Given the
necessary legislation, the Clief Justice
could sign all documents that a Governor
is ecalled upon to sign, while as for sociul
funetions at Government House, we can well
do without them. So 1 hope that in the nenr
future the position of Governor or Lieut.-
Governor will be abolished.  OF course if we
must have a Governor or Lieut.-Governor,
I would prefer to sce an Aunstralian in the
position rather than have an imported Gov-
ernor but, as T sav, 1T hope it will all be
rendered unnccessary.  Some time ago the
previous Government brought down and
passed a Bill with the flourishing title of
Financial Emergeney Bill, which they
claimed was going to restore finaneial sta-
hility and gencral prosperity. I am sorry
to say it has not done what was claimed for
it. But there have bheen accomplished under
that measure things fhat even the previons
Government did not desive. When that Bill
was going through, it was agreed by both
sides of the House that hefore any private
employer should get the henefit of the meas-
ure he would have to go tn the Arbitration
Court and prove his case. But that has not
worked out in practice. All wiil remember
the ease where one firm went to court and
seenred relief in vespeet of a number of
tradesmen, among whom was a haker; and
becanse one firm was able to et relief in
respect of a haker, the whole of the master
hakers applied the common rule and =0 were
able to reduee wages.

Mr. Latham: You are wrong.

Mr. SLEEMAXN: And because one firm
went to court and got relief, the whole of
the oil companies operating in the State,
large influential companies with any amonnt
of capital and who should never have got
relief, simply said they were going to apply
the common rule and did so. Will the
Leader of the Opposition deny that?

Mr. Latham: I will not.

Alr. SLEEMAN: The oil enmpanies fook
the reduction hy applying the common rule,

My, Latham: T think that was reversed.

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1t was not reversed. The
union secretary at that time was absent on
holidays, and T was called npon to go into
the matter and confer with the employers.
Unfortunately we did not get a single step
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ahead. The employers stuek to their gronnd
and took the relief. The Leader of the
Opposition will agree that even he did not
expect they would be able to do anything of
the sort under that Act.

Mr. Stubbs: Was not the matier chal-
Jenged in the court?

Mr. SLEFEMAN: 1t was challenged, but
the Full Court threw ouft the appeal, de-
claving that the wording of the Aet per-
mitted the rvelief to he taken. I say that
when that Bill went through neither the
previons Government nor their supporters
ever dreamed that such a thing could be done
under the measure. 1 condemn the previous
Government for that, knowing that such a
thing was being done, they failed to take
immediate acfion to right the wrong, They
should have brought down amending legisla-
tion to prevent the oil companies taking ad-
vantage of the position despite the Arbitra-
Hon Court. I hope that in the near future
that Aet will be amended in such a way as
to fulfil the wishes of the House, for T am
certuin  that at least 90 per eent. of the
members of the Honse did not expeet that
those powerful oil comipanies would be able
to eome in and take advantage of the Act
by applyving the eommon rule. The Govern-
ment scheme of velief Las heen annonneed.
While it is not evervtiung that could be de-
sired, T helieve it is o step in the right diree-
tion—a first step towards getting people
hack to full-time work. T have heard oue or
two members of the Opposition practicallv
eondemn the Government for this move fo
get people back to full-time work.

Mr. Tatham: No.

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1 say, ves. The Teader
of the Oppozition has evidently not been in
his seat during the whole of 1he debate,

My, Latham: T have not left i1 during the
dehate.

Me. SLEEMAN: Members
made a statement to that effect.

Mr. Raphael: And it is backed up by ihe
“West Australian.”

Mr. SLEEMAN: Members sitting hehind
the Leader of the Opposition practically con-
demned the Government for this scheme to
get men baek to full-time work. I hope sin-
cerely that hefore the next finaneial year
comes round, the Government will he able
to lengthen the period of employment for
the workers. There is one phase that has not
been dealt with under the scheme and T hope
attention will be given to it. I allude to re-
lief for single girls. Single girls are entitled

helitnd  him
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to as much consideration as are single men.
While single men are to be provided with
work to the amount of 30s. per week—that
is little enough-—something should Le done
to provide a somewhat similar amount for
single girlx. If a gir] is living at home with
her parents, the amount of relicf she can get,
unamely 7s,, is of some help, though by no
neans sulficient to keep her. When there are
single girls and women on the unemploved
market with no ¢hanee of getting employ-
ment, something should be dune without
delay to help them. A girl should be able to
live respectubly and bonestly, and she can-
rot do that on less than 23s. or 30s. a week
it she has to pay for a room and
buy food und clothes. I hope the ques-
tion will be considered and that single
girls will be given a reasonable chance to
get on in the world. The single men are

not enjoying a very flash existence.
I do mnot think they will ever get

back to full-time work while the present
hours are worked. The United States of
Ameriea, under President Hoosevelt, I con-
sider, is attempting something on the right
lines. T believe the working week will have
to be reduced below 44 hours before the
unemployed are enabled to get back to their
avoecations in life. Labour-saving machin-
ery bas deprived many men of their work.

Mr, Latham: What about vour own home
and wife?

My. SLEEMAN: She has to work many
more hours than A8 per week.

Mr. Raphael: Get two wives and then
there would he no reason for them to work
overtime.

Mr. SLEEMAN: If labour-saving ma-
chinery for the home were available and I
could purchase it so that she could get
through her work in 24 hours, I would glad-
Iy do it. The world will not get baek to
full-time employment until the working
week is reduced considerably helow 44
hours. President Roosevelt is not a Labour
man and he is advocating a working week
of 44 howrs and 4} hours, in order to get
men back to work.

Mr. Latham: Has he not raised the pay
from 714d. to 1s. 3d. an honr?

The Minister for Mines: According to
this morning’s newspaper, the people in his
own country are sticking to him pretiy well.

Mr. SLEEMAX: I thought the Leader of
the Opposition would have seen the light

hefore now. T understand he hos always
been a follower of the economists and pro-
fessors who onee advocated that, if we re-
duced wages and lowered the standard of
living, everything would be right. Those
gentlemen have made a serious mistake. The
move thev lowered the standard of living
and reduced prices, the worse things have
hecome. Now they are tumbling over each
other to couvinee the peopie that what thex
said before was wrong. They made a mis-
take, and they now advocate the raising of
prices in order thal the world may return
to finaneial prosperity. I hope that the
question of redueing the working week will
be considered not only in this State but
throughout Australia, in order that we may
get men back to work and that the com-
muaity may enjoy the prosperity that once
prevailed. In my electorate labour-saving
machinery is displacing men almost every
day. Grabs uged for handling superphos-
phate displaced hundreds of men. I under-
stand that not even the farmer obtained any
benefit through the displacement of those
men, in that the price of super remained
the same. The profit must have gone into
somebedy’s pocket, and it did not go to
the farmers, and certainly not to the men
who were deprived of their means of live-
lilood. Grabs were also installed for hand-
ling coal, thus displacing men who previ-
ously were employed to shovel the coal out
of the boats. 1In offices, adding machines
have heen installed and many men and wo-
men have been thrown out of work.

Mr. Stuhbs: What abont doing
with all those new appliances?

Mr. SLEBMAN: We had better go into
conference and diseuss what can be done.
While those labour-saving deviees are being
operated and are heing added to almost
daily. the unemploved eannot hope to get
hack to work on a 48-hour week. A few
weeks ago Mr. W. M. Hughes advocated
the reduction of working hours and the rais-
ing of price levels. T hope that in the near
future people in Australia will see the light
and will resolve that the hours of lzbour
mest be reduced in order to gel men and
women, bovs and girls, back to permanent
work. T wish to refer to the Tenants, Pur-
chasers and Mortgagors” Relief Act, which
was introduced by the previous Government.
When the Bill was under discussion I said
I considered it was a step in the right direc-

away
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tion, but experience showed that it needed
amendment. 1 attempted to get it amended
on a couple of oceasions but was unsuccess-
ful against the brutal majovity of the then
Government. Seeing that things in that re-
speet hove now changed, I hope the Act
will be liberalised a little,

My. Latham: Do not forget that yon have
the brutal majority on your side now.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I hope it will be used
to amend the Act. I cannot see any harm
in using it to the full when the ecause is
worthy.

Mr. Latham: We will vse it when we
are in a position to do so.

Mr, SLEEMAN: If the Leader of the
Opposition is ever in a position to do so
again

Mr. Latham: T suppose it will be wrong
then,

Mr. SLEEMAN: I hope he will use it
in 2 reasonable way:

Mr. Latham: To suit you?

Mr. SLEEMAN: —and that it will be
used onlv in a good cause and in a com-
mon-sense way. If he uses it as it was used
in the past to lower the standard of liv-
ing, 1 hope he never again will have a
brutal majority. On several occasions the
member for East Perth, now the Minister
for Employment, and I tried to get the
Act amended. One sericus drawback was
that of people contracting outside the Act.
I do not believe anyone should be allowed
to eontract outside an Aet. Some of the
people who are being ejected from their
homes for non-payment of rent are informed
that they cannot get another place unless
they sign an agreement not to take advant-
age of the Aet. Before a man can get
possession of a house, that provision is he-
ing applied, irrespective of whether he is
employed or unemployed. I know quite a
number of people who thought they were
fairly certain to enjoy permanent work and
who saw no harm in signing a document
contracting themselves outside the Act. Un-
fortunately for them, they lost their work
and hefore long were unable to pay their
rent. When they approached the court they
were told by the Commissioner that the
wording of the Aect tied his bands, and thaf,
though they had his sympathy, he could not
give them relief. I hope that provision will
be made to overcome that practice and that
the measure will extend relief to people who

[ASSEMBLY.]

at present eannot get it. There is talk of
rebuilding the Perth-Fremantle-road. 1
have no objection to good roads being pro-
vided in the couniry by the people who are
using them, namely the motorists.  They
are entitled to good roads so long as they
pay for them. Tt would not be of much
use rebuilding the Perth-Fremantle-road if
the old tumble-down hridge is left at the
Fremantle end. If we are going to have
a4 new road, we must have a new bridge.
The time has long since passed for the re-
Luilding of the Fremantle traffic bridge. I
do not believe the bridge is safe, notwith-
standing what other people might say. When
I made a similar remark a few years ago
about the railway hridge, members were in-
clined to ridicule the statement, but when
the flood waters came down the river, por-
tion of the bridge practically disappeared
in a night. A few years ago the linister
for Works said there was a possihility of
getting a new lridge built by a British firm
under a system of payment by bonds.
Should that offer he still open, I trust that
the Minister will further investigate the pro-
posal, If anything happens to the TFre-
mantle bridge, Perth will he practically cut
offt. The road on the south side of the river
has a hottleneck at the bridge crossing the
Canning River, which eould not carry one-
quarter of the traffic necessary if anvthing
happened to the Fremantle bridge.  Steps
should he taken to widen the Canning
Bridge and divert to the south side of the
river some of the traltic now using the Perth-
Fremantle-road, The question of providing
a dock for Fremantle is receiving atfen-
tion. Members will have read the news-
paper reports of a public meeting held at
Fremantle recently to urge the Government
to build a dock. I am satisfied that the
Government would he unable to find the
money for the work. It is a national work
and the Commonwealth Government should
come to our assistanee and help to provide
a dock on this side of the continent. The
chief seaport of the State caunot be con-
sidered up to date until a doek is provided.
T hope the Commonwealth Government will
be approached to ascertain whether thev
are prepared to assist in the construction
of a dock at Fremantle where such facilities
are wrgently needed. We had a Lloyd’s
survevor at the meeting.  He knows his husi-
ness well. He stated that during the last
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two years he had made 400 surveys of ships
at Fremantle, and that, if there had been
a dock at the port, 19 per cent. of the ships
would have been ordered into it. Owing
to the fact that no dock was there, he could
not follow this eonrse, He paid a tribute
to ihe dJivers in Fremantle, and said they
lad done wonderful work in assisting him
witl, some of the least disabled boats, This
statement by the surveyor should give the
Government some reason for making an ef-
fort to have a dock previded. If 19 per
cent. of the 400 vessels which have been
surveyed had heen ordered into dock at
Fremantle, it would have meant one about
every fortnight, which would have led to
the expenditure of a good deal of money
and the employment of many men. T trust
the Government will take the matter up with
the Commonwealth auvthorities and see
whether something can be done fo provide
a dock for disabled ships that may be travel-
ling along our coast. I have pleasure in
supporting the motion.

Question nut and passed; the Address-in-
reply adopted.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reuding.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. McCallum—South TFremantle) [8.17] in
moving the second reading said: I have
caused a memorandum to he printed on the
front of the Bill, explaining to the House
what is contemplated by the measure. Last
session we passed an amendment to the Road
Districts Aet. In that Bill, power was taken
to consolidate the existing laws. The Crown
Law Department now find that several cor-
rections are neeessary hefore the laws c¢an
be consolidated. Some of these are verbal,
some are misprints, and one or two, as the
memorandum sets out, merely go to make
the Act read more explicitly. There are only
two alterations to the existing law in the
mea~ure. Apart from these, there is no pro-
vision in the Bill for any alteration in the
law, other than lo make it read sound sense,
to eorrect the yrammar, and do away with
verbal ervors. 1 do not think the two altera-
tions are contentious. I hepe they will be
agreed to. It would he a mistake to miss the
opportunity of making these small amend-
ments when this Bill has to go through for
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the purposes mentioned. The first alteration
is to overcome the position that now exists
where a re-arrangement of a ward boundary
within a road distriet becomes necessary.
Such a re-arrangement may only be neces-
sary in the case of two wards, The popula-
tion of two wards may have grown to such
an extent that it is thought desirable to make
three wards of the fwo. Under the existing
law, when the houndaries are altered under
these provisions, all the members of the
beard must go up for re-election, although
the boundaries of some of the wards are not
being altered.

My, Stubbs: That seems ridicnlous.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We are
now correcting that so that only the mem-
bers, the boundaries of whose wards are
being altered, will have their seats declared
vacant und be ecalled upon to face an elec-
tion,

Mr. Stubbs: A very wise provision.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
the representative of a ward has been elected
and the bhoundaries of his ward have not
been altered, it seems unnecessary to call
upon him to face the expense of another
election. That has occurred 1m one or two
places in the last two or three years,

Mr. Mann: It happened only lasi April,
in one instanee.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We are
taking the opportunity to put that right.
The other case in which the law is heing
amended deals with small alterations that
are made in the houndaries of local govern-
ing autherities. Some of these boundaries
have been extended, others have been cor-
rected, and some have bheen more clearly de-
fined. From time to time it has happened
that houndaries have been altered to such an
extent that it has become necessary to issue
a new declaration eclearly defining all the
houndaries of a hoard. That has heen done
on two or three occasions. The declaration
has been made, and published in the “Gov-
ernment Gazette” clearly defining the whole
of the boundaries of the hoard. There has,
however, been no authority to do this, al-
though the fact that it has heen done has
heen of great assiztance to hoards, as well
as adjoining hoards. Loeal anthorities have
approached the department for a elear de-
claration of their houndaries. To give effect
to these requests, small alterations have been
made and the necessarvy declaration has been
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issued. This Bill merely gives the
department legal authority to do this,
and to publish the correct and dclear

definition of the boundaries in the Gazette.
Outside these two alterations, the Bill con-
sists of corrections which will make effective
the consolidating measuore. I think the Bill
will require very little discussion or argu-
ment, The sooner it is passed, the sooner
can the new print of the consolidated Aet
be brought out. Most of the local authori-
ties are pressing for a new print of the
whole measuore.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Are these amend-
ments due to faulty drafting?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In seme
cases a misprint has ocenrred, and in other
cases there has been faulty draftmanship.
In one section reference may be made lo
another, the number of which has been
wrongly quoted. The provision regarding
the description of “chairman®” is consequen-
tial upon what was done hefore. When we
deprived the chairman of a casting vote and
gave him only a deliberative vote at zittings
of the board, we should have applied that
also to meetings in committee. There is a
more correct definitien of “chairman” and
“deputy ehairman.” There is nothing of a
contentious nature in the Bill, which merely
makes the law effective, so that the Crown
Law Department may get on with reprint-
ing the Aet. I move—

That the Bill be now read a seecond time,

On meotion hy Mr. Doney, debate ad-

Journed.

BILLS (10)—FIRST READING.
1, Financial Emecrgency Tax Assessment
Aet Amendment,
2, Financial Emergency Tax.
3, Workers’ Homez Ac¢t Amendment.
Introduced by the Premier.
4, Land.
5, York Cemeteries.
6, Industries Assistanee Act Continuance.

7, Returned Sailors and Soldiers’ Tmper-
ial League of Australia Ineorpor-
ated, W.A. Branch, Headqguarters
Building.

Introduced by the Minister for Lands.
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8, Yuna-Dartmoor Railway.
Iniroduced by the Minister for Rail-
ways.
9, Health Act Amendment.
Iniroduced by the Minister for Health,

10, Fremantle Municipal Tramways and
Electric  Lighting Aect  Further
Amendment.

Introduced by Mr. Sleeman.

House adjourned at 8.30 p.m.

Legislative Assembly,
Thursday, Srd August, 1933,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY DUPLICATION.
Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: Is it proposed to duplicate the rail-
way line from Spencer’'s Brook right
through to the Bast Northam station?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: No, to Northam only at present.

QUESTION—EASTERN STATES
MANUFACTURES.

To encourage local branches.

Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for Em-
ployment: 1, Will he take early steps per-
sonally to encourage Eastern States manu-



